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Division 63:  Recreation Camps and Reserves Board, $2 640 000 - 
Mr Dean, Chairman. 
Mr Carpenter, Minister for Sport and Recreation. 
Mr R.J. Alexander, Director General, Department of Sport and Recreation.  
Mr P.T. Duffy, Director, Business Management, Department of Sport and Recreation.  
Mr G. Moss, Chief Executive Officer, Western Australian Sports Centre Trust. 

Mr D. Smith, Finance Manager, Western Australian Sports Centre Trust. 

Mr MARSHALL:  I refer to the first dot point of significant issues and trends on page 1077, which states that the 
Noalimba accommodation and conference centre will close and be sold. 

Mr CARPENTER:  That is right. 

Mr MARSHALL:  What is the reason for the closure?  What revenue is expected from the sale of the land?  Into 
what part of the recreation portfolio will the money from the sale be put; or will it be absorbed in overall 
budgetary items or go back to sport? 
Mr CARPENTER:  The answer to the first question is that the centre no longer fits the requirements of the 
Department of Sport and Recreation.  It was never a camp for sports and recreation; it was a former migrant 
hostel and looks like it.  It has excellent staff and is very well run.  However, it has very low occupancy rates and 
has basically outlived its usefulness.  If the member has a look at it, he will see it looks like an old migrant 
hostel. 
Mr MARSHALL:  I know. 
Mr CARPENTER:  As I said, it is very well run and the manager and cleaners deserve congratulations.  The 
answer to the second question is that the anticipated revenue from the sale of the land is $12 million to 
$14 million, as it is a valuable block of land.  However, these things are always difficult to gauge.  There would 
be anticipated development costs associated with that sale, but we anticipate a net revenue of perhaps a little 
more than $6 million to $7 million.  It is early yet to be sure but that is the net figure we are hoping for.  We are 
also pressing the Government in general to allow us to use the bulk of that money for upgrades of our other 
camps. 

Mr TEMPLEMAN:  I refer to dot point four on page 1077, which refers to the demonstrated high public demand 
for contemporary outdoor recreation programs.  Will the minister detail the scope of that increase in demand? 
Mr CARPENTER:  In part it relates to the nature of the Western Australian community.  In all States except 
Western Australia - the director general may correct me - there has been a measurable decline in participation 
rates in physical activity.  Credit for that is due to some extent to the Department of Sport and Recreation over a 
period and under both Governments.  More specifically, in recent times - that is, since 10 February last year - the 
department initiated the Premier’s physical activity task force, which is a program aimed at getting people to be 
more active and to become healthier.  The director general may have some further comments on the specific 
demand figures in the camps. 

Mr ALEXANDER:  Our camp managers have been very proactive.  Recently they have installed in the camps 
recreational equipment for abseiling and other activities that can be done at the camps, which have added value 
to the camps.  People attend the camps not only for an overnight experience - that is, staying there - but also for 
significant things to do.  There are, therefore, added attractions at the camp.  In some cases there has been an 84 
per cent increase in daily use of the camps, not necessarily in bed nights, but particularly with schools coming in 
during the day to put children through challenging courses and other apparatus.  That has increased the usage of 
the camps and some of the revenue going through them, which is largely due to our camp managers’ initiatives. 

Mr WATSON:  It is great to see football legends in this session today.  It is great to see a former Claremont 
champion in the Chamber today - and, I suppose, a former East Fremantle champion. 

Mr MARSHALL:  What do you mean you suppose? 

The CHAIRMAN:  Can the member for Albany be more concise? 

Mr WATSON:  Camp Quaranup received state heritage grant funds to restore the historic powder store on Big 
Point.  What assistance does the Recreation Camps and Reserves Board provide to Camp Quaranup? 

Mr CARPENTER:  First, I thank the member very much for that question.  I concur with the member’s 
comments.  As a brief interlude, the children in the public gallery might be interested to know that present in the 
Chamber are the first coach of the Eagles football team and Brownlow medallist of 1976, Mr Moss; a former 
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league footballer, Mr Waldron; and a Wimbledon tennis player, Mr Marshall, who also played a few games for - 
was it South Fremantle? 

Mr MARSHALL:  East Fremantle. 

Mr CARPENTER:  We also have an Olympic athlete, Mr Watson, and in the gallery a former Victorian Football 
League player from Melbourne.  We have good sporting representation in this Chamber.  I do not really need to 
answer any of these questions; I just sit back and let other people answer them.  What was the member’s 
question again? 

Mr WATSON:  It was about Camp Quaranup. 

Mr CARPENTER:  Robert Lucas is the manager at Camp Quaranup.  I would describe him as a personal friend 
of mine.  He is a wonderful person who has a lot of experience in camp management.  He and his wife, Jo, are 
Albany people by origin - he is anyway as he was a good Mt Lockyer primary schoolboy.  The camp overlooks 
one of the world’s best harbours in King George Sound.  They have achieved great things at the camp through 
initiatives and securing a range of grants to upgrade the facilities.  Robert Lucas is someone who I would say is 
an outward looking, entrepreneurial figure who always has an eye for something different to do.  The RCRB, in 
broad terms, returns the amounts it receives in lease payments to the lessees for capital works and maintenance 
funding, but I do not have the specific quantums.  Is that what the member asked for? 

Mr WATSON:  I asked how the RCRB assists them? 

Mr ALEXANDER:  We assist them via the lease arrangement we have with them.  They leased the camp, 
obviously, on grounds that were favourable to them when they signed the lease, and are doing a very good job. 

Mr WATSON:  A tremendous job. 

Mr ALEXANDER:  They have helped with upgrades to the camp by achieving funding that is available from 
different quarters to restore some of the historic buildings there.  They look after the environment especially 
well.  As members who have been to Albany would know, it is a pristine part of the world that certainly attracts 
people.  The powder store there has been fully restored, which is a reminder of the history of the area and of 
Western Australia’s fundamental history.  Albany was the first settlement in Western Australia, and the powder 
store, which is where people stored their powder in 1829 and onwards, is set a long way from the main buildings.  
That is quite a historic building.   

[2.10 pm] 

Mr MARSHALL:  I refer to dot point three at page 1077.  I am very pleased that the demand for outdoor 
recreation programs has risen and that an 84 per cent increase in such participation was identified last year.  That 
is a good sign.  One of the reasons for this increase in participation is the adventure activities that are offered at 
these camps.  How does the increase in public liability premiums fit in with the profitability of running these 
camps when they are moving into offering things like abseiling and rock climbing?   

Mr CARPENTER:  The issue of public liability insurance is bedevilling state Governments around Australia, 
and there is also some interest by the federal Government.  As we speak, the Minister for Racing and Gaming, 
Mr Griffiths, is on his way to a national conference to address this issue.  Some propositions have been put up by 
the State that I think were given some publicity today.  Some of the specific actions that are being carried out 
now are that service providers are developing and implementing risk management plans and conducting 
workshops and seminars; they are developing and distributing risk management resource kits to assist clubs and 
associations to undertake their own risk assessment; and, along with other States and Territories and the 
Commonwealth, they are taking part in a comprehensive analysis of the public liability insurance issue.  This 
was a problem even before 11 September; 11 September only exacerbated the problem.  I am confident that 
commonsense will prevail, as it always does, but it may take some time for this issue to be ironed out.   

Mr MARSHALL:  My memory is slipping, but how many camps are there?  Do all the camps offer the same 
services, or because some camps are on the coast and others are inland, can five or six courses be in operation at 
any one time at different camps and offering different specialities?   

Mr CARPENTER:  There are seven camps, and they offer a range of activities.  Bickley is on the Bickley 
reservoir.  The Ern Halliday centre is near Hillarys Beach and provides many outdoor activities.  Noalimba was 
not able to offer any activities.  

Mr WATSON:  The first dot point at page 1080 states -  

Outdoor recreation programs won further wide acceptance among the public, schools and corporate 
sector. 
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What is the department doing to ensure that there are continued adequate and affordable camping facilities for 
school groups in the current climate?   

Mr CARPENTER:  That is an interesting issue.  Mr Alexander and I have a lot of discussion about the 
accessibility of camps and whether there needs to be some changes.  He has some strong views and some good 
performance indicators that he can talk about.   

Mr MARSHALL:  What does it cost a youngster to go to a three-day camp, a five-day camp or a weekend 
camp?  

Mr ALEXANDER:  We believe it is very important to ensure that our community gets access to affordable 
experiences.  However, because of urban infill in the next 10 to 20 years, we need to make sure that we look 
after camps like Woodman Point and Ern Halliday, both of which are situated in beach areas.  Bickley is situated 
in pristine country at the back of Orange Grove.  Point Walter I think a lot of people know about.  It is important 
to keep those recreation areas available.  It is also critical to keep the cost down as far as we can so that different 
groups can have access to those camps.  When people go to those camps, we ensure they get experiences that 
they cannot get in their normal environment, such as kayaking, canoeing and abseiling.  We do everything we 
can to keep the cost down while trying to ensure that we get some cost recovery for the expenditure that we 
incur.  It is important to keep up the maintenance of those camps, hence the sale of Noalimba, to ensure that they 
are in good condition and people want to come back.  The department’s charges for both accommodation and 
recreational programs are considered to be affordable.  Last year, 22 684 people participated in physical activity 
programs at the camps.  That was up from 20 558 participants last year, and considerably up on the 1999-2000 
figures, when 11 182 people went to the camps.  In the space of two years, there has been a 100 per cent increase 
in those activities on a daily basis.  That is important. 

Mr DUFFY:  At Tone River the first night is $96, and it reduces for every night thereafter.  At the Bickley 
Outdoor Recreation Camp the adult fee per night is $16 per person.  We need to bear in mind that some of the 
fees are for individual bookings and some are for bookings of the site.  The fee varies from camp to camp 
depending on the type of facility that is available.  That information can be provided. 

Mr MARSHALL:  Are the staff of those camps permanent or do they come in when needed? 

Mr DUFFY:  The cooking staff are casual employees and are employed when required, depending on the 
bookings for the night. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


